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Marine and Coastal Ecology Research Center 

Student Agreement 

 

Student and Program Information: 
 

Name:      

Address:   

Phone Number:   

Email: (gmail address required for this program)  

Program & Dates:       Bones and Stones : November 03 & 04, 2024  

Instructors:   Dr. Joy Reidenberg and Dr. Mithriel Mackay  

I, the above named Student, agree that by taking part in the above Program I am participating 
in educational activities provided by the Marine & Coastal Ecology Research Center (MCERC). 
I acknowledge that MCERC has committed considerable time and resources so that I and 
fellow students can enhance our educational experience through this Program. I also 
acknowledge that my participation and conduct during the Program the educational 
opportunities of other students.  

A. Tuition. 

1. The tuition for the Program is $350.00 USD, payable in full upon enrollment.  

2. This Agreement is neither a divisible nor a fractional contract. No portion of 
tuition paid will be refunded or cancelled in the event of absence, withdrawal for any 
reason whatsoever, or expulsion from the Program by MCERC for violation of this 
Agreement, the Code of Conduct, or failure to participate. 

B. Withdrawal and Expulsion. 

1. MCERC, in its sole discretion, may expel me from the Program if fail to 
participate in the Program, or violate any terms or conditions of this Agreement or 
MCERC's Code of Conduct (attached at Appendix A). 
 

 

2. If I withdraw or am expelled from the Program, I agree to immediately return 
all MCERC property, including data, in my control, and remove my property and 
depart the facilities associated with the Program. 

3. Certification of completion of a Program for credit at an educational institution 
will not be granted if I withdraw or am expelled. 
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4. I am solely responsible for any and all expenses, including but not limited to 
costs of lodging or travel, incurred as a result of expulsion from the Program.  

 

C.  Waiver of Liability. 
 

1. I acknowledge, understand, and agree that the risk of injury from the activities 
of this Program, including but not limited to climbing stairs, carrying equipment, and 
handling biological specimens and sharp tools, is possible, including the potential for 
permanent disability and death. While particular safety practices and personal discipline 
will minimize the risk, risk of injury can not be avoided without changing the nature of 
the Program.  I KNOWINGLY AND FREELY ASSUME ALL RISKS, both known 
and unknown, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE of those persons 
released from liability below, and assume full responsibility for my participation. 

a. I understand that participation in such activities require physical 
exertion. I take responsibility for assuring that I am capable of participating in 
these activities, and release MCERC and all its board, staff, interns, technical 
personnel, agents, and fellow participants from responsibility for injury related 
to these activities. 

b. I understand that these risks and dangers may be caused by other 
participants, accidents, forces of nature, or other causes. They may arise from 
foreseeable or unforeseeable causes including, but not limited to, injury from 
slips and falls, and such other risks, hazards and dangers that are integral to 
activities that take place in a research environment. I agree that if I observe any 
unusual or unnecessary hazards during my participation, I will immediately 
bring such hazards to the attention of MCERC.  

c. I understand that MCERC has made no effort to determine, and accepts 
no responsibility for determining, my medical, physical or other qualifications to 
participate in the Program. 

e. I understand that consumption of even small quantities of alcohol, legal 
or illegal recreational substances, or certain medications will impair judgment 
and reduce my ability, or the ability of others, to effectively manage the risks of 
participating in the Program. I understand that consumption of alcohol, 
controlled substances, or recreational drugs while participating in MCERC 
programs is prohibited. 

2. I, for myself and on behalf of my heirs, assigns, and personal representatives, 
HEREBY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS MCERC, its officers, board, 
employees, agents, lessors, and servants WITH RESPECT TO ANY AND ALL 
INJURY, DISABILITY, DEATH, or loss or damage to personal property, WHETHER 
CAUSED BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEE OR OTHERWISE, except 
that which is caused by wilful and wanton misconduct. 

3. I agree not to institute any suit or cause of action against MCERC, its officers, 
board, employees, agents, lessors, and servants, nor in any way assist in the pursuit of 
any claim brought by my heirs, assigns, or personal representatives due to injury to me 
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or my property arising from the Program activities contemplated herein. 

4. I will indemnify, save and hold harmless MCERC, its officers, board, employees, 
agents, lessors, and servants, from any and all losses, claims, actions, or proceedings of 
every kind which may be initiated by any other persons or organizations and which 
arise directly or indirectly from my actions while engaged in the Program activities. 

D. Photography, Video, and Audio Recording. 

1. The taking of photographs during this Program 

  is not limited by MCERC. All videos, audio recordings, and photographs 
posted on social media, or other media and presentations, must be made publicly 
accessible and the people appearing in the photographs must be notified of details 
pertaining to accessing the images and audio materials. 

2. I understand that during the Program my appearance and voice may be recorded 
in images, video, or audio recorded by staff or agents of MCERC or recorded by and 
provided to MCERC by other Program participants, including but not limited to fellow 
students, using any mechanical or electrical means. I hereby authorize MCERC, its 
agents, and assigns to use such recordings for any purpose (except pornographic, 
defamatory, libelous, or otherwise unlawful), which may include, but is not limited to, 
scientific papers, presentations, advertising, promotion, marketing, and packaging for 
any product or service. These images may be used in whole or in part, combined with 
other images, sound, text, or graphics, and edited or modified. Use of such images, 
video, or audio is unrestricted as to location, quantity, or frequency, and may be used in 
any medium whatsoever, whether foreseen or unforeseen at this time. I waive the right 
to approve any finished product, copy, or other matter that may be used in connection 
herewith. I consent to the use of my name to accompany my image or voice. Rights to 
such images, video, and audio, and all derivative works, are owned by MCERC. I agree 
that I have no further right to any consideration or accounting. I will make no claim for 
any reason against MCERC, its, agents, or assigns. 

E. Additional Provisions. 
 

1. Governing Law and Attorney’s Fees.  This Student Agreement shall be 
governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Florida, 
without regard to its choice of law principles.  The parties consent to exclusive 
jurisdiction and venue in the federal and state courts sitting in Hernando County, 
Florida.  In any action or suit to enforce any right or remedy under this Student 
Agreement or the MCERC Code of Conduct, or to interpret any provision of this 
Student Agreement or the MCERC Code of Conduct, the prevailing party shall be 
entitled to recover its reasonable attorney’s fees, costs and other expenses.   

2. Binding Effect.  This Student Agreement shall be binding upon, and inure to the 
benefit of, the successors, executors, heirs, representatives, administrators and 
permitted assigns of the parties hereto.   
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3. Severability.  If any provision of this Student Agreement shall be found invalid 
or unenforceable, the remainder of this Student Agreement shall be interpreted so as 
best to reasonably effect the intent of the parties.  

4. Entire Agreement.  This Student Researcher Agreement, including the Exhibits, 
constitutes the entire understanding and agreement of the parties with respect to its 
subject matter and supersedes all prior and contemporaneous agreements or 
understandings, inducements or conditions, express or implied, written or oral, 
between the parties. 

5. Amendment and Waivers.  Any term or provision of this Student Agreement 
may be amended, and the observance of any term of this Student Agreement may be 
waived, only by a writing signed by both parties.  The waiver by a party of any breach 
or default in performance shall not be deemed to constitute a waiver of any other or 
succeeding breach or default.  The failure of any party to enforce any of the provisions 
hereof shall not be construed to be a waiver of the right of such party thereafter to 
enforce such provisions. 

 
 
Participant Signature:   Date:   

MCERC Authorized Agent Signature:   Date:   

By   , its      
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APPENDIX A 

 

MCERC CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

The Marine and Coastal Ecology Research Center (MCERC) is a research and education 
organization with participants in Programs all over the world. In order to fulfill our mission 
effectively and be welcomed in the places we travel and work, all students enrolled in a 
Program, paid and volunteer researchers, faculty, and support and administrative personnel 
("Participants") are obliged to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with MCERC's 
function. Any conduct which interferes with the use of educational or research opportunities by 
any other Participant, or adversely affects MCERC facilities and equipment, may be sanctioned 
regardless of whether such conduct is specifically described within the provisions of the 
MCERC Code of Conduct. 
 

A.  Expulsion From MCERC Program For Violations 

 

Any Participant in violation in the MCERC Code of Conduct may be immediately expelled 
from the Program at the discretion of the instructor or the Director. If a Participant is expelled, 
 

 1. The Participant may not participate in any further Program educational or research 
activities, or other elements covered by the Program activity fee including, but not 
limited to, meals, travel, lodging, tourism activities, or cultural activities, and shall 
immediately remove themselves and their belongings from Program facilities.  

 

 2. An expelled Participant who has entered a country on a research visa from MCERC will 
be removed from the visa by immediate notification of the immigration agency in the 
country issuing the visa, and will be responsible for securing their own travel visa or 
leaving the country immediately.  

 

 3. Certification of completion of a Program for credit at an educational institution will not 
be granted. 

 

 4. No full or partial refund of Program tuition will be given. 
 

 5. Any expenses, including but not limited to costs of lodging or travel, incurred as a 
result of expulsion from the Program are solely the responsibility of the Participant.  

 
B. Specific Proscribed Conduct 

 

Participants in MCERC programs may not: 
 

1. Violate any law or regulation of the nation, state, or local jurisdiction in which the 
Program is conducted. It is the responsibility of the Participant to be aware of such laws 
and regulations. The MCERC Code of Conduct will be strictly enforced particularly 
with regard to the following types of violations: 
 

a. Unlawful use or possession of controlled substances or alcohol; 
b. Unlawful use or possession of weapons (including firearms); 
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c. Actions disrespecting or damaging archeological items, statues, monuments, and 
objects that represent cultural heritage, including but not limited to removing, 
defacing, buying, selling, or trading artifacts; 

d. Disorderly conduct as interpreted by local laws and customs; 
e. Forgery, fraud or theft. The definition of "theft" includes failure to pay locally 

incurred bills; and 
f. Excessive alcohol consumption or public drunkenness. Cultural attitudes 

towards alcohol consumption vary greatly among countries and shall be 
respected by all participants.  

 

2. Disrupt or interfere with teaching, research, cultural, or administration activities, or 
damage facilities or property belonging to MCERC, its local partners, or any contracted 
vendor, including rented lodging or equipment. 

 

3. Violate any provision of the Student Agreement. 
 

4. Threaten the health, safety, or well-being of others, whether fellow Participants in a 
Program or local individuals encountered in the course of the Program. Physical or 
emotional abuse of other Participants in any form is forbidden. All Participants are 
expected to report any threats or actions to themselves and others to the instructor(s) 
and/or the Director at the first opportunity. All Participants are expected to conduct 
themselves in a manner that decreases the chances of physical harm to themselves and 
others, including participating in safety meetings integrated into programs and 
training.  

 

5. Falsify information on MCERC forms or documentation, or verbally misrepresent skills 
and responsibilities. 
 

6. Engage in unauthorized use, forgery, misuse, or misrepresentation of MCERC property, 
data, and course curriculum. 
 

7. Engage in discrimination or harassment based on ethnicity, race, religion, gender-
identification, sexual orientation, age, or national origin. Harassment is defined as 
conduct that is sufficiently severe, pervasive, or persistent to create an objectively 
hostile environment that interferes with or diminishes the ability of an individual to 
participate in or benefit from the services or activities provided by MCERC. 
 

8. Fail to timely submit all MCERC fees incurred by the Participant related to Programs, 
in addition to the pre-paid non-refundable program fees specific to each Program 
session. 
 

9. Disrespect the privacy of MCERC Participants or local partners. Social media postings 
may be made only within restrictions imposed by the Student Agreement, and under no 
circumstances may include information or images that are defamatory or would 
reasonably be expected to embarrass or compromise the well-being of other 
Participants.  


